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Brentwood eNEWS 
 

A Christ-centered community of ethnic, age, and 
cultural diversity; outwardly expressing God’s love; 

meeting changing needs; and engaging our 
community in three languages: English, Spanish, and 

Vietnamese. 

What You Need to Know 

 
Administrative Meetings Sunday 

5/19 
 

VBS Planning  1:00 pm 
Trustees   2:00 pm 
SPRC   3:00 pm 
Finance   4:00 pm 
Church Council 5:00 pm 

 
 VBS  Volunteers are needed and 

invited to this year's first planning 
meeting Please contact Jenny Tran to 
volunteer and for more information. 

 

 VBS ---To Mars and Beyond is the 
theme of VBS 2019. - Dates: Monday, 
July 29 - Friday, August 2, 9:00 AM 
to 12:00 noon. Each day will be fun 
filled with music, Bible lessons, crafts, 
games, snacks and more. Brentwood’s 
VBS is open to all; you do not need to be 
a member for your 
child/children/grandchildren to join us. 

 Recycle your coffee cups—the cups 
used for the fellowship hour following 
worship ARE recyclable! Please drop 
them into the recycle bin located in the 
friendship room. Thank you! 

 

Tuesday, May 28th at 5:30 pm. 
Bring a friend, co-worker or 

neighbor! 

 

Brentwood United Methodist Church  
1899 S Irving St Denver, CO  80219  
303-936-3447  
brentwoodumc@comcast.net 
www.brentwoodumcdenver.com  
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Rev. Tan Nguyen, Vietnamese Ministry  
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 Please come and support and celebrate 
our graduates! Our annual Graduation 
Breakfast is Sunday June 2nd at 8 
am. Be there to give our graduates the 
support and encouragement they’ve 
earned and  so richly deserve. 

 

Our Stewardship 
Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God. Hebrews 13:16 
 

 
 
Month April  Jan.-Apr. 
 
Revenue 21,924 83,673 
 
Expenses 20,402 86,188 
 
Balance 1,521 (2,514) 

TRAVELERS KEEP UP WITH REGULAR 
OFFERINGS ! 

Just as you rely upon receiving income on a regular 
basis, Brentwood relies on your regular 
contributions. We appreciate the efforts of 
congregation members to make consistent 
donations throughout the year—especially during 
popular summer travel periods. 
 
To assist you, the church provides a convenient 
electronic giving option for setting up regular 
contributions.  

 

 
 

ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF ELECTRONIC 
GIVING 

Brentwood offers electronic giving to automate your 
regular weekly offering. Electronic giving means 
convenience for individual congregation members 
and provides the crucial donation consistency for 
our church to carry on its mission.  
 
Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer 
funds from your checking or savings account to the 
church’s bank account on a date you authorize. 
 
Credit & Debit Card Giving allows you to make 
offerings automatically on your pre-determined 
schedule using a credit or debit card. 
 
Go to https://www.brentwoodumcdenver.com 
to set up a plan, change your donation plan, make a 
one-time donation or view your online donation 
history. 
 
Please prayerfully consider electronic giving. 
Authorization forms and additional information are 
available from the church office.  

https://www.brentwoodumcdenver.com/
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THE GOOD NEWS 
 

High school track star overcomes 
homelessness, receives college 

scholarship 
 
BY CAITLIN O'KANE 
MAY 14, 2019 / 3:47 PM / CBS NEWS 
 
 
A high school athlete from Arkansas is proving 
that strength comes in more than one form. Not 
only has Anya Sifuentes pushed herself as a 
track star, she also pushed herself to overcome 
a major life obstacle: homelessness. 

"It was late September that things just started 
getting strange," Sifuentes told CBS affiliate 
KFSM-TV. "On October 1, I went home right 
after I went after school and realized that I 
couldn't get in my home anymore." The station 
didn't explain why the teen's family lost their 
house, but her track coach remembers the day 
it happened. 

"She called me and she was just distraught," 
head track coach Jeff Smith said. "I said, 
'What's the matter?' She goes, 'I'm homeless. I 
don't have any clothes. I don't have a place to 
go.'" 

Link to video: 

https://www.cbsnews.com/video/high-school-
track-star-overcomes-homelessness-receives-
college-scholarship/ 

 

 
 
Anya Sifuentes took up several jobs, found an 
apartment, started paying bills – and continued to go 
to school and run track.K FSM  
 
Not only was Sifuentes prevented from going 
inside her house again, but her mother made 
the situation more difficult. 

 "My mom started really acting weird and you 
could tell that she was late on all of her bills and 
she wasn't acting the same anymore," Sifuentes 
said. "My mom said that 'I'm not gonna stay 
with y'all.' I thought, 'Why?'" 

The teen was left to take care of her two siblings 
and nephew all alone.  

"To think that we'd be separated — I did not 
like the feeling," she said. "I knew it wasn't 
going to be the same anymore." 

In almost an instant she went from a normal 
high school girl to the provider for her family. 
She picked up jobs, found a new apartment  and 
started paying bills — all while still attending 
school and track practice. 

 

https://5newsonline.com/2019/05/07/northside-athlete-overcomes-homelessness-signs-to-run-collegiately/
https://5newsonline.com/2019/05/07/northside-athlete-overcomes-homelessness-signs-to-run-collegiately/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/teen-who-says-he-used-to-sleep-in-homeless-shelters-gets-full-ride-to-harvard/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/teen-who-says-he-used-to-sleep-in-homeless-shelters-gets-full-ride-to-harvard/
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/high-school-track-star-overcomes-homelessness-receives-college-scholarship/
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/high-school-track-star-overcomes-homelessness-receives-college-scholarship/
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/high-school-track-star-overcomes-homelessness-receives-college-scholarship/
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"I don't know that I've ever met another kid who can 
do what she's done and endure what she's endured 
and do it with a smile," Coach Jeff Smith said.K FS M  

"It just slaps you in the face — knowing that 
you're an adult now," Sifuentes said. "You can't 
play around now. You can't just slack off one 
day because it will hit you later." 

She struggled to understand why her life had 
turned out this way. She didn't know if she 
would find the strength, but she managed to 
persevere. 

"I set a goal in my mind. I have a goal to be 
happy, even though all this is going on and my 
family doesn't seem like a family anymore," 
Sifuentes said.  

"I'm depressed and I'm stressed and money is 
overwhelming right now. I thought to myself, 
'God is the only thing that's going to get me 
through all this pain.'" 

The teen says God and running track helped her 
get through the difficult times. "Like they say, 
'running away from your problems' — that's 
what I did," she said. " I literally ran away from 
my problems. Even if it meant like 10 miles." 

 

Sifuentes found a release in running and started 
doing it more and more. And not only was she 
was running, she was running fast — so fast 
that she caught the eye of college recruiters. 

The high school senior was offered a 
scholarship to run at the University of the 
Ozarks, which she signed last month. 

She reflected on how much her life has 
changed. "I just look back and think, 'This is 
who you are. You're someone strong,'" Sifuentes 
said. "You don't give up easily. Even though 
times get rough, you have to keep going. Even 
though you fall down, you have to keep going." 

Her coach was extremely impressed with how 
she handled her difficult senior year. "To me, I 
don't know that I've ever met another kid who 
can do what she's done and endure what she's 
endured and do it with a smile," Coach Smith 
said. 

"That's her heart. Somebody tells her that she 
can't do something, she's going to prove to you 
that she can," he added. 

 
 
Anya grinned from ear-to-ear when she signed on to 
run track for the University of the Ozarks.KF SM- T V 
 
F I R S T  P U B L I S H E D  O N  M A Y  1 4 ,  2 0 1 9  /  3 : 4 7  P M  
 
©  2 0 1 9  C B S  I N T E R A C T I V E  I N C .  A L L  R I G H T S  
R E S E R V E D .  
 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/teen-accepted-into-113-colleges-awarded-4-5m-in-scholarships/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/teen-accepted-into-113-colleges-awarded-4-5m-in-scholarships/
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Giftedness 
Back to our story! Saul equipped David 
with the armor of a soldier. However, 
David decided not to use it because he 
could barely walk, as he was not trained 
to use this equipment (read 1 Samuel 
17:39-41). David was a shepherd not a 
soldier and he was not going to pretend to 
be something he was not. He was going 
to use the gifts and skills he was given by 
God. God gives us certain abilities and 
desires us to use them to His glory. That’s 
half the battle. The other half is believing 
in your calling. David was passionate 
about standing strong for God’s people . . 
. and so he did. You were created to 
glorify God. What gifts and skills has God 
given you? Do you use them for your glory 
or God’s?  
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DONATE FROM YOUR SMART PHONE 
Brentwood offers a mobile version of our online 
giving page to make it easy for you to give 
anytime from your smart phone. Simply scan the 
image you see below using your phone’s  QR code 
reader or go to: 
https://www.brentwoodumcdenver.com/ 
and locate the online giving button. 

 

https://www.brentwoodumcdenver.com/

